
            GCSE Geography Edexcel B – Paper 2 Section C: Fieldwork Revision 

     Overview 

Paper 2 Section C tests your understanding of fieldwork enquiry — how and why 
fieldwork is carried out, what data was collected, how it was analysed, and what 
conclusions were drawn. 
You’ll answer questions about both fieldwork enquiries: 

• Physical Geography Fieldwork → Coasts (Reculver) 

• Human Geography Fieldwork → Urban (Canary Wharf) 

 

       PHYSICAL FIELDWORK: Reculver (Coasts) 

Enquiry Question 

How effective are the coastal management strategies at Reculver? 

Location 

• Reculver, North Kent Coast, UK. 
• Coastal village with sea walls, rock armour, and groynes protecting cliffs and 

historical sites. 

Rationale (Why here?) 

• Easily accessible coastal site. 
• Clear examples of hard engineering. 
• Coastal erosion and management are active issues. 

Risk Assessment 

• Slippery surfaces and cliffs. 
• Changing tides. 
• Safe distance from sea and cliffs maintained. 

 

Methods of Data Collection 

Method Description Type Purpose 

Beach Profile 
Measured slope angle 
and sediment size at 
intervals along groynes. 

Quantitative 
To see if groynes trapped 
sediment (showing 
effectiveness). 

Field Sketch & 
Photographs 

Drew and took photos of 
defences and landscape. 

Qualitative 
To show evidence of 
erosion and 
management. 



Method Description Type Purpose 

Bi-polar 
Evaluation 

Rated effectiveness and 
visual impact of defences 
(-3 to +3). 

Quantitative 
To judge success and 
environmental impact. 

 

Data Presentation 

Method Why Chosen Strength 

Beach profiles (line graphs) Show changes in height/shape 
Clear visual 
comparison 

Bar graphs for bi-polar 
scores 

Easy to compare different 
defences 

Quick to interpret 

Annotated photos/sketches Visual evidence Qualitative insight 

 

 

Results & Conclusions 

• Groynes trapped sediment on one side (showing longshore drift). 
• Sea wall effectively protected Reculver Towers but caused scouring in front. 
• Overall, defences were effective, but may cause issues further along the 

coast (terminal groyne syndrome). 

 

Evaluation & Improvements 

Issue Improvement 

Limited time/data Repeat data at more sites along the coast. 

Human error in measurement Use clinometer/app for accuracy. 

Only one day of data Collect at different times of year/tides. 

 

       HUMAN FIELDWORK: Canary Wharf (Urban Change) 

Enquiry Question 

How has regeneration affected environmental quality and land use in Canary 
Wharf? 

Location 

• Canary Wharf, East London Docklands. 

• Regenerated from derelict docks to major financial district. 



Rationale (Why here?) 

• Excellent case study of urban regeneration. 

• Safe, accessible, and shows contrasts in land use and quality of environment. 

 

Risk Assessment 

• Busy area with pedestrians and traffic — stay in groups, follow crossings. 

 

Methods of Data Collection 

Method Description Type Purpose 

Environmental 
Quality Survey 
(EQS) 

Rated areas on litter, 
noise, green space, 
building quality (1–5). 

Quantitative 
To measure 
environmental 
improvements. 

Land Use Mapping 
Mapped shops, offices, 
housing, green space. 

Quantitative 
To see land use 
diversity. 

Questionnaires 
Asked public about 
regeneration impacts. 

Qualitative 
To gain opinions on 
social/economic 
change. 

Field Sketches 
Drew contrasts between 
old and new areas. 

Qualitative 
To show regeneration 
visually. 

 

Data Presentation 

Method Why Chosen Strength 

Bar charts for EQS 
Show differences between 
sites 

Easy comparison 

Pie charts for land use Shows proportion visually Clear overview 

Word clouds/quotes for 
questionnaires 

Qualitative summary 
Engaging 
presentation 

 

Results & Conclusions 

• Environmental quality improved near modern developments (high scores). 
• Land use dominated by commercial buildings, limited affordable housing. 
• Regeneration successful economically but limited social benefits for local 

residents. 

 



Evaluation & Improvements 

Issue Improvement 

Small sample size Collect more questionnaires. 

Subjective EQS scoring Use multiple surveyors and average results. 

Focused only on one area Compare with nearby less-regenerated zones. 

 

       COMPARING THE TWO ENQUIRIES 

Aspect Reculver (Coasts) Canary Wharf (Urban) 

Theme Physical geography Human geography 

Enquiry focus Effectiveness of management Impact of regeneration 

Main methods Beach profiles, bipolar survey EQS, land use map, questionnaires 

Data type Mostly quantitative Mix of qualitative + quantitative 

Human impact Coastal defences Urban regeneration 

Sampling Systematic along coast Stratified by area 

Key skill Measuring + graphing Mapping + analysing opinions 

 

          Exam Tips 

    Know your enquiry question – you must recall it exactly. 
    Be able to describe, justify, and evaluate your methods. 
    Refer to primary data (collected yourself) and secondary data (from 
elsewhere). 
    Use geographical terminology (e.g. systematic sampling, qualitative data). 
    Include conclusions and limitations for full marks. 
    Compare both fieldworks clearly if asked. 
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